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-gi; Bands owl tns of foed and just
* b of gospel, Checking in with
~iZsator Faul gives perspective abowt

N BE somelme, give it credin foe
[
0o upos a time, Pastar Paul says.

¥ dike o Jot of us, with o regular

= NMOMEARS, Car guayment and
irialy.

=
RWhicn, about 2 dozen yexrs upo. the
Lont came a-calling. “When the Lord
m.. iU's hard 1o shake him,™ <ays

or Paul, indicating B¢ might have
;iqd a dodge or twa.
-

fyway, the Lord cilled only Passar
a1 his wife or grown children.

c went 10 wark as an Assemblics of
minister, & Mmove, he savs thal

Fcost me my famuly.”
3 s

1 nut his happeacss. Happiness,
,.ys Pasior Paul, comes from giving.
;lmi it's Bard %0 imagine anyose in

community with 3 bigger giveng
Seglusiy than Paszor Paul. He runs
s indusizy with a linle belp from
E“;mmmcnl. a lictle help from
Sanuc corparanons and i Jut of help

em volanioers wio have
overed the joys of giving.

The volunasers often include
lebeitics such as Minacsota
ﬁllomcyf' | Huben Hemplrey
[, who Pasioe P2l says has been
ng for yaars. Or oear-oclcbritics,

ke the ex-pro boaer who was
ntoensg” Thusrsday.
“Cuo ity service,™ 4 the
wl:.: unocma e -:'u Justa
couple of jabn ety & champ
P pot s hundred hosrs™ ¥
wrvie, Bgasling (stealing)

'CIWH“:&

) .

8o Belp vomes in all sarts of ways foe
Fzuoe Paul's givisg isdustyy, which
was ruasing full speed Thursday

I 42000 s of

Impesicas but edible, had semved,
@it from Noeth Dakota farmers
They bad been Basicd ina Red Owl
ek (The company Aula™s charge
he paszar $or the truck or the daver,)
l;.nwr Faul a?’d_xhc vlzla“l'-‘m and
jhe ssrpesed driver, Ron Pacror,
were EIving 2 1k s they could.
FWhen you pall 2 Joad, you sever
know what you're geiung snto,™
Fievee said 25 he Jooked over the sea
-of peuple representieg s cross-soction
‘of calieres and races. He mopped his
ircow and smuded, clearly engoying the
ah. e

Dawe the street from the potato
truck, other volunicers were busy
Panding owt bags of grocenies o
whosver showed up tor the daily
procery giveaway il the Disciples
tlmisuy Churcd az 1000 Ofive Av,

L0 Minncapolis (On Wasnesday
nosmings, Paszar Paul docs 2 grocery

veaway in St Paud, gad an

Siturday mossings he hodds 2
1 Eivcamay in other
-glinnenpnh Kxcalions. Those who
aeed o know the timse and place of
pveaways or thase who wast 1o
know how 16 contrbute tme, moncy
ar ﬁ:od may call 521-4665.)

- 4
In the chiurch Buscment ozher
wolunloers were busy peegaring the
meals served there daily. The mcals
are served on typical church-
hecmen) tables. They're tables for
four with plastic-flower centerpioces.
Why. there ace evcu_r;l:cmﬁ\r !
awsmngs om 3 wall. ‘The senpl writing
oa the awsings reads “Que paa™

Gt thase 5t an old Holiday fnn

e mame occe—r

}go; :r«uem redecorsting.” saud l"xhaor
i awnings, “Seppose they
Bad them m the bar ar samcihing.

‘Que pz=a” mcans “What's ;
happenisg” That scems just nght for
s nei Lases ol blacks

here, you know. "Waat's happening?
sec? | want this place to book pomd, A
Haotel Sofitel fee the poor, that’s what
| waat. Teed of those dingy El‘.?ms
that poor people have 1o go

And for the people not being served 2
meal in the church basement, tuere's

2 preqy 2ood radso manister. Maybe
30 being in moce
<ostributions foc e food program.
He fipercd he had thas slectromice
moedia san of flair, you see. {Bald,
sare. Fifty-five years old, yes. B
sull there's a sayled ducksaal haird

rd’s call was hard to shake

messages. Just froe food. And that
:’aﬂlu peogde in this era ol sough
ve

“They call my approach = Band-Aid
appeoach.” he says of the 'mt:k
< T : &

Not 1o mentson tight jeass, ogen
shirt, cowbay boots. Flair.)

But the flair didn't come 2crass an
radso. Either that ar the station,
KUXL, buunced his peograns 10 oo
many different e slols. Or people
bost their trust in radio prsachers.

1he Hobo B, kind of a meals
wheals appeouch 10 serving some of
the peopie who Gill bridges and park
Bcnches home. The 1963 Chevy
school bus has bees 2utied and made
@to a lintle rolling restsurant, If the
huangry doe™ come 1o you, §0 10 the
hungry, is Paszor Paul's beluef.

More than S0 meals 2 day are
scrved by Pastar Piul and du:nn;i
& 4 il Sca

Wh . The program bombed.

"L ihank, the Lord was telleng mc he
wanwed me here more of the e, So
hore L am,”™ sasd Passor Paul.

Nao regrets. No tinse for segrets
because there's so mach food pouring
through, so many people who wani.
the 2004, Sumetinwes, he siid, the big-
time chanty oulfils and service

he sa [

food will be handed vut in 1983, 4
churdh record, Pasioe Paul says
Mot of the foed is costnbeted by
simall companics, Jowly indivaduals,
not cocpecatians, hie spys,

As he 1alks about the recard amosnt
of food ez will be handed out with
10 questions asked, he muses abowt
Bow the Loed works is mysicrious
ways

Take radio ratings, for example.
Paszor Puul cnce figured be could be

T cniiss his program,
It's nog comstructive, they say. It's
JusL give, Bve, give. are oo
kssons being mught, No i

@ way, “Give 2 person 3 fsh and helt
cat the fish and pust be again

~Give the persea a tisbung line and

he'l lears 16 Gatch his own fisk
That's nice, buz what about the
reakiy” Hungry people. You ever
soen 3 husgry child™” Leamang wo fishy
deesn't make moch sense, First
things first.™

Onher times, he aid, people got awed
by this operation that seems W grow
und grow and grow. {Pasior Paul
dreams of o besng able 10 set up 3
sabonal nerwork of buses and Hosel
Sofieks for the pooc. In has drcam,
there’ll be trucks coming in froes
Texas with da produce and
retersing with mulk thas mes) be
wied immedaazely bociuse the
expiration daie & abost o pop. And
Wl all werk smoothly becauss: of his

on betiermg yoarsel Just giving.

Why, Pastor Paul, who gees S16.000 4
year and an $E,000 annual houssng
allowasce, docsn't even sppeir 1o do
much preachisg, cxoepe on Susdays
nd on the grocerny bugs. The grocery

#1¢ covered with pictures of
Jesus, Bible verses and thank-yous 10
Jdounors.

Bea masily, there are aa strings or

P ¥ Why, he
posnts o, the campesicr is already in
place. He pets special belp with it
froen 2 man whao donates his fine.
“In the business warkd, this man
<harges $45 a halfhour,” says Pastor
Paul So thal's the dream )

“People ask me, *When's it golng 10
end? ™ b said. 1 say, [ suppose
when paople stop being husgry "™
He doesn’t figuse 10 tetire carly.




